Running Head: MACROSTRUCTURE OF A LEGAL GENRE	1
2




Macrostructure of a Legal Genre
Student’s Name
Institution


Macrostructure of a Legal Genre
Macrostructure of a legal genre simply refers to the organization of the legal piece of writing (Alcaraz & Hughes, 2014). It should be noted here that even though organizational formats for legal genre vary depending on legal systems and local conventions, the basic organization of the Will provided for this assignment at least contains the following sections: The Preamble that contains the following sections: The Last Will and Testament Clause, the Testator’s Name and Address, and the Revocation Clause.
Section two is the operative provisions. This is where the testator mentions or appoints the executor, guardian for minor children and provides details of the beneficiaries. The debt, distribution, and saving clauses are also mentioned in the section. The Will provided for this assignment includes sections detailing about the assets and bequests where the testator mentions about his/her wishes for his properties. 
Section three is the Signature. This is the section where witnesses and the testator put their signatures to affirm the Will. Therefore, the macrostructure of the Will looks as shown below. 
 (
Preamble
)Testator’s Name and address
Last will and Testament Clause
Revocation Clause
Appointment of the executor
 (
Operative Provisions
)Debt Clause
Distribution Clause
Saving Clause
 (
Signature
)
Date Time, and Place Signed 

The solicitor who drafted the will used for this assignment started with an introductory remark where the testator states that he has revoked all Wills and Codicils he had previously made. Accordingly, the title and the introductory remark provide the specification of the subject matter that heightens the reader’s awareness of the purpose of the legal writing. The Will makes use of lists which eliminates long blocks of text and makes it possible to organize the information in a logical way. 
While modern Wills should be paragraphed with short sentences, the Will used for this assignment is in a single paragraph with several sentences in which the solicitor used commas to separate various clauses. The consistent use of punctuation marks/commas eliminates confusion that may arise when reading the text. 
While paragraphing is an important element in legal writing, the form in which the Will is written i.e. in single paragraph is excessively a long block of text which makes it look quite inaccessible due to lack of indentation.  The person who drafted the Will seems to have understood the issue of inaccessible layout caused by the lack of sentence indentation. To solve the issue, the feature of listing items was used in the Will to eliminate long blocks of text. This makes it possible to organize information in a logical way. Capitalization of the listing numbers written in words, for example, “ONE, TWO, THREE,” makes the Will even more organized as the reader can derive key information more easily by simply referring back on the listed items. The word “SIGNED” found towards the end of the Will is also capitalized to make it prominent in the document. According to Alcaraz & Hughes (2014), the section ensures that the Will is fully executed.  
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